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OPENING REMARKS BY MMC MHLANGA OF THE 

WATERBERG DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY DURING 

THE DISTRICT YOUTH PARLIAMENT HELD ON 

THE 14TH JUNE 2013 AT MOGALKWENA LOCAL 

MUNICIPALITY COUNCIL CHAMBER AT 10:00 

The Presiding Officer, 

Mayor of Mogalakwena Cllr Tlhalifi Mashamaite, 

District SAYC Chairperson Mr. Klaas Mabunda, 

Youth Parliamentarians from political parties, 

Presenters, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

Good Morning. 

Let me start by complimenting the Waterberg District Municipality for 

making resources available for success of this District Youth Assembly 

and for our sister municipality, Mogalakwena who provided this grand 

sitting, which almost resembles the National Assembly. 

Presiding Officer,  June is officially a Youth Month in remembrance of 

the youth of 1976 who stood up against unequal education and the 

Apartheid regime`s policy of Afrikaans as a medium of instruction, 

above their native mother tongue and third language English. The class 

of 1976 fought gallantly in order to advance our struggle for liberation. 

In fact, the youth of 1976 created a good environment for the youth of 

today to be seated as you are today.  

Youth Parliament is a national discussion platform provided by 

Parliament to encourage young people through active debates to take 

part in shaping the country and deepening democracy.  
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Youth Parliament serves as a mechanism to involve youth in debating 

pressing issues faced by young people. It creates an opportunity for the 

youth to engage with Parliament, the Provincial Legislatures, national 

youth structures and National Government, and it encourages them to 

take part in decision-making and legislative processes. 

Presiding Officer, we expect fruitful debates from this youth assembly 

so that they impact on the lives of young people who cannot be with us 

today especially those in our rural villages. While the youth of 1976 

fought for freedom and the creation of a democratic state,  today`s 

youth activism is directed towards successfully tackling challenges of 

combating poverty, unemployment, HIV and AIDS, personal 

development, economic freedom and the development of the country. 

Honourable members, the theme for the Youth Month which 

reads:”Working together for youth development and a drug free 

South Africa” calls for social and community mobilisation in support of 

youth development but also working with youth and their organisations 

in fighting drug abuse. As we engage in these debates, let us seriously 

apply our minds to the current situation and challenges facing the young 

people and come up with concrete resolutions. 

Presiding Officer, on behalf of the youth of Waterberg, let me take this 

opportunity to wish Madiba, the doyen of our struggle for liberation, a 

speedy recovery. We still need the remnants of his wisdom and 

leadership. And may the Almighty God give him many more days to be 

with us. 

In conclusion, let me wish this District Youth Parliament fruitful 

deliberations in advancing the interest of the youth in our district and 

South Africa at a whole 

I THANK YOU. 


